
DT Induction Pack
Summer term 2020

Thank you for choosing this subject to study at GCSE. For your 
induction, we have picked really important skills which need 
building on prior to starting the course in September. 

All of this work will need to be built up in one pack to send in at the end of the term. However, we 
want you to communicate with us regularly over the next few weeks with queries and showing us 
your progress, so we can support you with improvements. The lead teacher for this work will be 
Miss Toogood.

You can complete the following tasks in any order, as long as all of it is completed, and you have 
followed all instructions. This work does not require ICT apart from photographing work at the 
end and putting into one document to send in at the end of term.

ktoogood@queenelizabeths.com



Developing our Sketching
From work that has been sent in recently, this is an area of real weakness for the majority of students. Sketching 
equates to around 20% of your NEA (coursework) for the subject. You will need to spend quality time practising 
sketching using the guidelines on this page (that you learnt during your Product Design rotation).

The rules for good sketching
1. Use faint coloured pencil to plan 

your sketches out (construction 
lines)

2. Keep sketches small (50-60mm 
approximately)

3. Keep sketches condensed (close 
together)

4. Sketch in both 2D and 3D. When 
sketching in 3D use isometric 
drawing (lines at 30 degrees)

5. Sketch the whole product from 
different views and sketch parts 
(individual components) in 
greater detail on their own

6. Go over the best bits of your 
construction lines with black pen

Good annotation
1. All annotation (labelling) is written 

in black pen, and horizontally
2. Keep your handwriting small and 

legible(neat)
3. Notes should be made on the 

following
a. Function, how parts of the 

product work
b. Aesthetics, thoughts about 

the look and design of the 
product

c. Safety, when in use with 
human interaction

d. Materials, have an educated 
guess at this (what do you 
think it is made of?)

Good presentation
1. Add simple 

background colour to 
enhance your 
sketches. This should 
sit partly behind your 
sketches.

2. Use the same colour 
as your construction 
lines

3. Add tonal colour to 
important sketches

4. Keep coloured pencil 
use light. Do not 
press on hard

Task on next page



Task - Sketching 
items from around 
the home

Produce one full A4 sheet of sketches and annotation using the guidance from the previous 
slide for each of the following (you will end up with 4 full A4 pages).
Each A4 page should take about 1.5 hours:

● A lighting product from within your home. On the right are some lovely examples of 
condensed broken down sketching. Yours will need annotating (1 A4 page)

● A product from your kitchen. Hundreds of items to choose from. Sketches should be 
broken down into small components as well, for example a tin opener should have 
sketches of just the handle and the cog.(1 A4 page)

● A product which stores things. Avoid large objects like wardrobes. Sketches of 
components here includes things like handles, feet, joints used, interior fittings etc.

● A product of your choice. Anything goes here, be confident and really push 
yourselves with detail and quality.



Mind-Mapping to Explore a Context
One of the key aspects of the NEA project in GCSE Product Design is the ability to explore a 
context. In order to do this we use mind-maps. It is important that you are able to fully 
explore a context, in depth, in order to make your project interesting. You should spend 
roughly 2 hours creating your own detailed mind-map to explore the theme of storage. In 
order to create a detailed mind-map you will need to do the following:

1. Put the subject in the middle 
of the page (for you, this will 
be storage).

2. Create branches from the 
middle that say ‘who’, ‘what’, 
‘where’, ‘why’, ‘how’ and 
‘when’.

3. Create branches from these to 
explore your thoughts.

Tips:
● The more branches the better

● Some ideas will be relevant to 
more than one branch

● Creating branches from 
branches helps you to fully 
explore your ideas

● Think outside of the box

Task on next page



Here is an example 
mind-map which 
explores the theme of 
lighting. There is no set 
way that this should look 
so please complete your 
mind-map in a style that 
suits you.

It is important that your 
mindmap is as detailed 
as possible and therefore 
you may need paper 
which is bigger than A4.

If you are concerned 
about presentation it may 
help you to jot down 
some rough ideas for 
each branch before 
starting your mindmap. 
Then you can expand on 
these whilst completing 
the mindmap. Please 
remember that your 
theme is storage.



Moodboards - A fun introduction
Moodboards are put together by designers after discussion with their client in order to 
get inspiration and to communicate initial ideas for colours, shapes etc to the client. 
Inspiration for designing comes from:

● Existing products
● Culture
● Nature - biomimicry
● Shapes, textures and patterns
● Design styles
● Materials
● Colour combinations
● Architecture

TASK - Please see the images on this page 
showing products from around the home 
and garden which harmonise with each 
other. Your task is to create a moodboard of 
your own from different products, fabrics, 
materials, plants etc. Photograph your 
arrangement and send it in. 

Remember this is supposed 
to be fun, so anything goes. 
Just tidy the house when 
you have finished. Cushions, 
ornaments, plants rugs, etc..


