
 

 

 

2020 Transfer Weekly Update    Issue 2 June 8th  

In this week’s update:  

1. Meet the Staff - Interviews with Mrs Humphreys  and Mrs Mynard 

2. Attendance 

3. Art Continuity Project 

4. Useful contacts 

5. Coming up next week….. 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Hello and welcome to the third  issue of the QE Transfer Weekly Update.  

This week in Meet the staff, we have interviews with Mr Humphreys  and Mrs Mynard.  What they love about QE 

and some words of advice for new starters.  

At QE we see attendance as an important part of achieving a student’s potential.  Our target for students is 96%  

Art at QE is a popular subject  and as you enter the school you will immediately see the talent displayed on the 

walls around the school buildings.  Every year we have an Art  continuity project for Year 8s joining us.  Mrs Darley 

has prepared resources available in the admissions area to support Year 8 in completing his remotely. 

As always there are important contacts at the bottom of this update. 

Kind regards 

Mark Willis 

Assistant Headteacher 
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Meet the Staff 
What’s your name and what is your role in school? 

 

Mr Humphreys - Deputy Headteacher in charge of all things Pastoral 

 

 
How long have you been at QE and where have you taught before? 

 

Been at QE since September 2019 - taught at Shaftesbury School prior to that. 

 

What do you teach and why did you decide to go into this subject? 

 

PE is my main subject and History my second. I decided to 

teach PE due to my love for sport, especially football and 

basketball.

 

 
Why did you come into teaching? 

 

I have always enjoyed working with young people and love the idea of helping them to reach their full 

potential in whatever area they want to succeed in. 

 
What do you like most about working at QE? 

 

The staff and the family feeling the school has - it is just like one big team! 

 



 

 

 

Since joining the school which event has stood out most for you and why? 

 

There are so many! The musical was brilliant and all 

the wide range of sports fixtures. Dance and music 

events are great. It's all so good. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

When you are not at QE what do you like doing? 

 

I run and coach at a local football team. If i'm not on a sideline coaching I am watching my daughter 

play. 

 
What 3 words would you use to describe yourself? 

 

Reliable, Hardworking and fun. 

 
Can you give us one fact about you that is not related to QE? 

 

I was George Ezra's Head of Year and have played football against Ashley Cole and Michael Owen. 

 

 
And finally….what piece of advice would you give a Year 9 student joining QE in September? 

 



 

 

 

Try your best at all times and be kind! 

What’s your name and what is your role in school? 

 

My name is Mrs Mynard and I am Head of Stuart House and a PE teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been at QE and where have you taught before? 

 

I have been at QE for 19 years. I have taught at 4 other schools whilst on teaching practice Penair school 

in Cornwall; Ashdown in Poole; Parkstone Grammar School for Girls in Poole and Eggbuckland school in 

Plymouth where I was asked to work  as a supply teacher after my 4th year teaching practice. QE was my 

first full time permanent post.  

 

What do you teach and why did you decide to go into this subject? 

 

I teach PE as my main subject with ICT as my second subject. I decided PE because I had fantastic PE 

teachers at primary and secondary school along with my mum who was a PE teacher.  She was an 

amazing role model and inspiration. I also loved PE at school and  represented all of the school teams. I 

competed in Swimming; Athletics; Hockey and lacrosse outside of school and represented Sussex County 

for all of these. I was fortunate enough to play for the South of England and represented England in 

Hockey too.  

 

Why did you come into teaching? 

I chose the career of teaching because I love sports and wanted to help teach others the many skills and 

hopefully inspire them to enjoy sport too. I also wanted to help young adults be successful and support 

them throughout their learning experiences in all of their school life. 

 

What do you like most about working at QE? 

I love working with all of the people at QE. The students; parents; teachers and all support staff. We are 

all a team and have so much fun.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Since joining the school which event has stood out most for you and why? 

 

I have been a part of so many amazing events throughout my time at QE from organising the Born to win 

BBC event; going school trips abroad; day trips; Year 11 and 13 Proms; Sports days; the Ace Festival; 

assemblies; celebration assemblies; sporting fixtures; sponsored events such a total wipe out; inter 

house competitions; performing in the leavers videos; school shows; helping with rock challenge and 

many more. 

 

Leavers Video 2019 with the other Heads of House 

 

My favourite is having the privilege to work with all of my team members (students and staff) in my 

House everyday and all of the inter tutor and House competitions we join in together with.  

Stuart's House motto is 'together we succeed; Teamwork is the key'. 

 

 

When you are not at QE what do you like doing? 

 

I love to play hockey; cricket and take my 2 sons to their sporting clubs and watch them play in fixtures. 

 

What 3 words would you use to describe yourself? 

 

Keep smiling and Carry on! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Can you give us one fact about you that is not related to QE? 

 

I am a 1/4 Spanish 

 

 

And finally….what piece of advice would you give a Year 9 student joining QE in September? 

 

Get involved in as much as you can and try new things. Enjoy your time; make new friends; never be 

afraid to ask for help as it goes so quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Attendance at QE 
Why is high attendance important to my child’s education?  

As a parent/carer you want the best for your children. Having a good education is an important factor in 

opening up more opportunities in adult life.  

Attendance data and achievement data from the Department of Education  shows that: 

Attendance over 95% = 92% chance of five 9-4 GCSEs  

Attendance 90-95% = 84% chance of five 9-4 GCSEs  

Attendance below 90% = only 35% achieve five or more GCSEs at 9 to 4 including Maths and English 

The school attendance target for all students in 96%.  

 

 

Did you know that:  

A child who is absent one day a week misses an equivalent of two years of their school life.  90% of 

young people with absence rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good grades of GCSE and 

around one third achieve no GCSE’s at all.  Poor examination results limit young people’s options and 

poor attendance suggests to colleges and employers that these students are unreliable  

At least 1 million children are missed each year through unauthorised absence GCSE’s may seem a long 

way off for you and your children but absence at any stage leads to gaps in your child’s learning. 

 



 

 

 

This in turn can:  

● Mean that they fall behind in work  

● Affect their motivation 

● Affect their enjoyment of learning 

● Lead to poor behaviour  

● Affect their desire to attend school regularly 

● Affect their confidence in school  meaning they miss out on the social life of school and 

extra-curricular opportunities and experiences  

● Affect their ability to have or keep friendships 

What are your responsibilities as a parent by law? 

All children of compulsory school age must receive a suitable full-time education. As a parent, you have 

legal responsibilities to make sure this happens – either by registering your child at a school or by 

making other arrangements to give them a suitable, full-time education. Once your child is registered at 

a school, you are legally responsible for making sure they attend regularly. This means your child should 

not have sessions of unauthorised absence. 

We monitor attendance and punctuality regularly and have support mechanisms in place to support 

parents to ensure students attend regularly.  Mrs Cockwell, our attendance officer, works closely with 

Heads of Houses and the local authority to support students that struggle to attend for a variety of 

reasons. 

How do I report an absence? 

If you have an absence to report, please ring the following direct lines or email the direct email 

addresses: 

Lower School Absence - 01202 879350 email  attendance@queenelizabeths.com  

What if we have a medical appointment? 

If the student is due to be absent due to a medical appointment, contact should be made with the 

School as soon as the appointment is known about. The student should always sign in when they return 

to school after their appointment, or sign out if they are leaving for the appointment during the school 

day. There is a signing out book in the House Office located in D Building. 

What is the school policy on term time holidays? 

We are always concerned about the amount of school time pupils miss as a result of term time leave. 

There is no entitlement to time off during term time. Leave of absence is only granted in exceptional 

circumstances at the discretion of the Headteacher in accordance with the school policy as agreed by 

the governing body. 
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It is our policy: 

● Only in an exceptional circumstance will term time leave be allowed. 

● Parents/Carers wishing to apply for leave of absence need to fill in an application form (on the 

school website) well in advance of the expected date(s) andahead of making any further 

arrangements. 

● If term time leave is taken without prior permission from the school, the absence will be 

unauthorised and you may be liable for a fixed-penalty fine or other legal action. 

What time does school start?  

The first bell rings at 8:35am 

It is important to be on time to school. Tutor times and assemblies contain vital information and notices 

as well as being opportunities for celebrating student achievement and social, moral, cultural, emotional 

and spiritual reflection. Tutors will use registration time to check that students have the correct 

equipment for the day, complete planner checks and are in the appropriate uniform. Students will also 

be involved in mentoring and tutor competitions during registration. Lateness to tutor times or 

assemblies leaves students under-prepared for the day ahead and for their schooling in general. 

Morning registration is at 8:40 am. This is the time your child must be in their tutor room.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Art Continuity Project 
Dear Year 8, 

During these unprecedented times in lockdown and consequently your absence from school we 

have been unable to visit you to deliver an assembly to help explain the transition ‘Continuity 

Project’ that we would like you to complete in preparation for your start at QE School. Try your 

best to complete the tasks to the best of your ability with the limited materials, which may be 

available to you at home. Bring your completed work with you to your first Art lesson at QE School.  

 We look forward to meeting you and seeing your creative outcomes. 

Information can be found on the admissions area for the school website 

http://www.qe.dorset.sch.uk/admissions 

 

Mrs Darley 

Head of Art 

 

http://www.qe.dorset.sch.uk/admissions


 

 

 

Useful contacts 
Heads of House: 

Lancaster - Mr Mead - jmead@queenelizabeths.com 

Stuart - Mrs Mynard - tmynard@queenelizabeths.com 

Tudor - Mr Oldfield - moldfield@queenelizabeths.com 

Wessex - Miss Parker -  sparker@queenelizabeths.com 

York - Mr Smith lsmith@queenelizabeths.com 

 

SENDCO - Mrs Ashby kashby@queenelizabeths.com 

General Enquiries:  office@queenelizabeths.com 

Transfer Info:  http://www.qe.dorset.sch.uk/admissions 

Coming up next week in issue 4 

Meet the Staff.  

An opportunity to find out about the staff at QE.  Each week we will quiz a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team and a Head of House 

Next week - Miss Bickley Deputy Headteacher and Mr Oldfield,  Head of Tudor House. 

Athletics Pentathlon Competition 

Activity for Year 8 from the PE department 

SEND at QE 

Information about our SEND Department led by Mrs Ashby. 
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