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Delivering Academic Excellence

Do you have the QE Sixth Form  
‘Need to Achieve’?
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You might be the kind of student who has 
very clear ideas about your future job or 
career aspirations and know exactly which 
subject combinations to take. On the other 
hand you may have several options to 
consider or be undecided.

Once you have made the decision to study 
further, the best advice the school can 
give is to undertake as much research as 
possible about your Sixth Form options 
and gather as much information as you can 
on all the ideas you have for your future. 
Now is also a good time to think beyond 
Sixth Form education and consider what 
you might use these qualifications for. 
Working back from your career aim can 
make decisions much easier. For example, 
it may be easier to gain a place on a 
particular University course, or embark 
upon a specific apprenticeship or career, if 
you have studied a certain combination of 
subjects at Sixth Form.

With a range of subjects and qualifications 
to choose from, combining these into 
a programme of study that meets your 
individual needs can be difficult, particularly 
if you have to decide between favourite 
subjects. Decision making is not always 
straightforward. It will depend on your 
preferred style of learning, whether 
you would rather have a classroom 
environment or a more practical approach 
to study, and of course about where you 
are heading in the future. 

It’s about finding the course and pathway 
that best suits you.

Whatever your plans for the future, staff 
at Queen Elizabeth’s School are always 

available to give you the advice and 
guidance you need. Your tutor continues 
to play a lead role in providing support 
and will be able to give immediate advice 
on a suitable pathway for you. At the 
same time, our careers advisors would be 
delighted to meet you and your parents 
if more detailed guidance and planning 
is required. Appointments can be made 
using the contact details at the back of this 
booklet. If you are an external student who 
is looking to apply to join us at QE then the 
same level of support applies to you too.

The following pages will make clear how 
qualifications can be combined, the 
number of subjects to be studied and the 
entry criteria. When choosing, it’s important 
that you read the course outlines and talk 
to subject staff about your intentions. You 
may also find a discussion with current 
Sixth Form students may help you decide; 
they have already gone through this 
process and will be able to answer many 
of the questions you may have. Further 
information can be found in the options 
booklet on the Sixth Form page of the QE 
website. 

I hope that with this information you are 
able to complete your application to QE 
Sixth Form, but do please contact your 
tutor or any member of the Sixth Form 
team if you would like further information. 

With best wishes for success in your GCSE 
exams this summer.

Chris Buller 
Assistant Headteacher  
CBuller@qe.dorset.sch.uk 
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Overview of A Level Qualifications

Queen Elizabeth’s School is a Linear  
A Level provider only. This means that all 
courses will be a 2 year fixed commitment 
with no AS Level or legacy routes as an 
option.  The new specification A Levels 
mark a return to final examinations as 

a determiner of overall achievement, 
with coursework or non-exam based 
assessment only being used when it 
is necessary to measure the practical 
application of specific skills within a 
subject.
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The Sixth Form at Queen Elizabeth’s 
School provides the opportunity for a 
further 2 years study to prepare you for 
further education, an apprenticeship, 
employment or training. Our entry 
requirements are that you have obtained 
at least 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent 
grades at 5 to 9, that you commit to a full 
time programme of study and that you 
have met the entry criteria for the subjects 
that you have chosen.

Volume of Study 
It is our expectation that all students 
complete at least 3 A levels or equivalent 

subjects for their time in the Sixth Form. 
Some students may wish to complete 4 
subjects. This volume of study provides 
for a breadth of knowledge and ensures 
that our students remain competitive when 
making University applications or seeking 
apprenticeships and employment. 

All students will also undertake an 
enrichment opportunity as part of their 
study programme.  

The table below highlights the qualifications 
we offer and how they can be combined to 
form the recommended volume of study.

Combining Qualifications

Qualifications A Level
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate (single award)
Cambridge National (single award) 
BTEC Level 3 Diploma (double award)

5 or more GCSEs or equivalent grade 5 to 9
Each subject has individual entry criteria. Some subjects may 
have a ‘Route A’ and ‘Route B’ entry option to ensure that 
students who may not have studied that subject at GCSE can still 
have the opportunity to study the subject through route B as a 
Sixth Form option.

Students who meet the minimum entry criteria but do not have at least the DfE 
minimum attainment grade in English and Maths will be asked to retake the GCSE 
in Year 12 as their enrichment option. All Enrichment lessons are timetabled within 
the programme of study.  

Minimum Subject Entry 
Requirements

Recommended  
Volume of Study

3 or 4 A Level subjects 
2 or 3 A Level subjects + BTEC/Cambridge Nationals
1 or 2 A Levels + BTEC/Cambridge Nationals
1 Compulsory Enrichment option 

Progression Routes University Degree
Foundation Degree
Higher Level Apprenticeship
Level 3 Apprenticeship 
Further Education and Training 
Employment

This booklet outlines the Year 12 provision that is currently being planned for the next academic year.  
Please check the QE website and Sixth Form page for key updates.

Level 3

Overview of BTEC &  
Cambridge National Qualifications
These courses are very popular vocational 
qualifications that have equivalency with  
A Levels. They can be studied alongside  
A Levels, providing a student with a 
rounded and varied set of qualifications. 

Qualifications are achieved entirely 
through the completion of coursework 
and assessments, which is both internally 
and externally set and assessed. Many 
students benefit from a mixed programme 

of A Level and vocational level subjects 
as this creates a clear balance between 
coursework and final exams. They are the 
perfect choice for students who prefer to 
manage their workload over the course of 
the 2 year commitment.

Students completing a vocational 
qualification are working towards the 
following outcomes:

Grade   UCAS tariff UCAS equivalence to A-Level DfE equivalence to A-Level

Starred distinction 56  A*    A
Distinction   48  A    Between B and C
Merit   32  C    Between C and D
Pass   16  E    Between D and E

We offer 3 types of vocational qualifications across a number of subjects which have 
the following A Level equivalency:

BTEC Extended Certificate:   equivalent to 1 A Level
Cambridge National Extended Certificate: equivalent to 1 A Level
BTEC National Diploma:   equivalent to 2 A Levels
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Naturally there are a whole range of factors 
to consider in deciding which pathway 
to follow and students should consider a 
number of questions when making choices 
towards their desired destinations:

• What are your ambitions for your future  
 destination - University, Apprenticeship  
 or Employment?

• What subjects and grades will you need  
 to get you there?

• What subjects are you currently   
 successful in?

• Which subjects interest and inspire you?

• If you are still unsure of your future,  
 choose a range of subjects which keep  
 as many doors open as possible.  Strive  
 to develop a range of skills across a  
 range of subjects - what would be your  
 broad and balanced subject choices?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minimum Sixth Form Entry Criteria

• 5 or more GCSE or equivalent grades  
 at 5 to 9.

Minimum Subject Entry Options

• A minimum of 3 and maximum of 4  
 subjects can be selected from 4 different  
 option blocks. A maximum of 1 subject  
 per option block.
• 1 compulsory Enrichment option
• Please Note: A course may not be 
 offered if there are too few students  
 wishing to study that subject.

Minimum Subject Entry Criteria
 
Each subject has individual entry criteria. 
Some subjects may have a ‘Route A’ 
and ‘Route B’ entry option to ensure 
that students who may not have studied 
that subject at GCSE can still have the 
opportunity to study the subject as a Sixth 
Form option.

The full range of subject entry requirements 
can be found in our options booklet on the 
Sixth Form page of the QE website.

Sixth Form Courses 2019-2021 

In making your subject choices it is important that you read the options booklet fully to 
understand the nature of assessment required and the amount of work you may have at 
various points in the year, particularly if you intend to complete a mixed programme of  
A Levels and Vocational qualifications.

‘It’s all about a healthy combination of personal choice, personal experiences and 
personal destinations!’

Application Process

Application forms - internal and   
external, can be found on the Sixth Form 
page on the QE website along with an  
electronic version of the options process  
presentation and booklet.

We also require an application letter 
explaining:
 - Why you want to come to the QE  
  Sixth Form?
 - Why you have chosen your subjects  
  and enrichment option for Sixth Form  
  study?
 -  What are your future plans and desired  
  destinations?
 - What does the ‘Need to Achieve’  
  mean to you?

Deadline - 31st January 2019. 
Applications can be made throughout the 
year but we encourage students to meet this 
deadline for the purpose of securing their 
preferred choices and for courses to run.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interviews - students will be invited to 
attend an interview with a member of the 
QE Senior Leadership or Sixth Form Team.

	 If	unsuccessful	on	the	first	interview,		
	 internal	students	will	be	given	the		 	
 chance to complete a bespoke set of  
	 targets	in	their	personalised	‘Passport  
 to Post-16’. On completion, students 
	 will	be	offered	a	second	interview.	If		
 unsuccessful on the second attempt  
	 students	will	automatically	be	referred		
 to our in-house Careers Team to look  
 into options outside of QE and prepare  
 them for applications and external   
	 interviews.	Not	one	student	will	ever	be		
 left behind!

All successful applicants must be 
available to attend our compulsory Sixth 
Form Induction days on Tuesday 25 and 
Wednesday 26 June 2019. 
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2018 Examination Results

GCE EXAMINATION RESULTS
GCE A Level:  Achieved by students at the end of their second year of study

   Entries A* A B C D E

Art and Design - Fine Art 15 3 2 3 6 1 0
Art and Design - Graphics 14 2 0 0 8 3 1
Art and Design - Photography 5 0 0 2 3 0 0
Art and Design - Textiles 7 0 2 0 2 2 1
Biology 36 0 3 6 5 5 12
Business Studies 15 0 1 5 5 3 1
Chemistry 19 0 0 3 5 2 7
Computer Science 3 0 0 0 0 3 0
D&T - Product Design 6 0 1 3 2 0 0
Dance 3 0 0 1 2 0 0
Drama 9 1 1 4 2 1 0
Economics 8 0 1 4 2 1 0
English Language & Literature 16 0 1 1 7 4 3
English Literature 13 0 4 2 5 2 0
EPQ - Extended Project Qualification  40 6 6 5 9 6 6
Film Studies 9 0 0 1 5 3 0
French 2 0 0 0 2 0 0
Geography 26 1 4 8 8 4 1
Health & Social Care 22 0 2 3 2 12 2
History 21 2 6 3 5 4 1
Law  6 0 0 0 4 2 0
Mathematics 57 2 19 6 12 10 5
Mathematics Further 4 1 3 0 0 0 0
Media Film & TV Studies 32 0 3 7 14 7 1
Music Technology 4 0 0 2 2 0 0
Physical Education 12 0 1 5 5 0 0
Physics 24 0 5 3 1 5 7
Politics 20 0 1 2 8 6 3
Psychology 29 0 3 14 6 5 1
Religious Studies 12 1 1 4 2 4 0
Sociology 32 1 0 14 9 7 0
Spanish 4 0 1 0 3 0 0

TOTALS: 525 20 71 111 151 102 52

Science Biology
  Chemistry
  Physics

English English Language & 
Literature English Literature

Mathematics Mathematics
  Further Mathematics

Modern Foreign  French 
Languages Spanish 
 
Humanities Geography
  Government & Politics
	 	 Level	3	Extended	Certificate		
  in Health and Social Care –  
  single award  
  History
  Psychology
  Philosophy & Ethics
  Sociology

Design Technology Graphics
  Product Design
  Textiles

Business and ICT Level 3 National Extended  
	 	 Certificate	in	Business	–		
  single award 
  Level 3 National Diploma in  
  Business – double award 
  Business
  Computer Science
  Economics
  Level 3 National Extended  
	 	 Certificate	in	IT	–	 
  single award 
  Level 3 National Extended  
	 	 Certificate	in	Applied	Law	–		
  single award 
 
Performing	and		 Art
Creative	Arts	 Drama	&	Theatre	Studies

Subjects offered for 2019-2020

SubjectFaculty SubjectFaculty
   
Performing and Film Studies
Creative	Arts	cont.	 Media	Studies
  Music 
  Music Technology
  Level 3 National Extended  
	 	 Certificate	in	Performing	Arts		
  – single award 
  Level 3 National Diploma in  
	 	 Performing	Arts	–	 
  double award 
  Photography

Physical Education  Dance
  Physical Education
  Level 3 National Extended  
	 	 Certificate	in	Sport	–	 
  single award 
  Level 3 National Diploma in  
  Sport – double award 
Enrichment Extended Project    
	 	 Qualification	(EPQ)	–	 
	 	 UCAS	Points
  Level 3 European Computer  
	 	 Driving	License	(ECDL)	–		
	 	 UCAS	Points
  Level 3 Core Maths –  
	 	 UCAS	Points
	 	 Level	3	London	Academy		
	 	 of	Music	&	Dramatic	Arts		
	 	 Exams	(LAMDA)	–	UCAS		
  Points
	 	 Arts	Award	Gold	–	UCAS		
  points
	 	 UK	Sports	Leaders	Award	–		
	 	 UCAS	Points	
  Massive Open Online    
	 	 Courses	(MOOCs)
  Work Experience/Voluntary  
  Work
	 	 Dance	Leaders	Award
	 	 Duke	of	Edinburgh	Award	–		
  Gold, Silver, Bronze 
	 	 Junior	Athlete	Education		
	 	 Programme	(JAE)
  QE Productions
  GCSE English/Maths retake



“Do you have the QE  
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VOCATIONAL RESULTS
Achieved by students at the end of their second year of study
 
     D* D M P Total

Bus BTEC L3 Sub Dip    1 6 9 2 18
Enterprise L3 Sub Dip    0 3 1 1 5
IT BTEC L3 Sub Dip    0 1 2 2 5
Perf Arts BTEC L3 Sub Dip   0 3 4 0 7
Dance BTEC L3 Sub Dip    3 0 0 0 3
Sport BTEC L3 Sub Dip    0 3 4 0 7

  D*D* D*D DD DM MM MP PP Total

Bus Acc BTEC L3 Dip 1 1 2 0 3 1 0 8
Sport BTEC L3 Dip 7 1 2 1 2 2 0 15

D* = Starred Distinction; D = Distinction; M = Merit, P = Pass, Q= result still awaited. 
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