
GCSE History: 
Who is who?

Kaiser Wilhelm
Adolf Hitler
Kim Jong Il

Ho Chi Minh

Harold Godwinson
William the Conqueror
Florence Nightingale

Edward Jenner
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Welcome to GCSE History

Paper 1 – Understanding the 

Modern World

2 hours

Paper 2 – Shaping the Nation

2 hours

Section A: Period Study

Option 1B Germany, 1890-1945 

Democracy and Dictatorship

Section A: Thematic Study

Option 2A Britain: Health and the 

People: c1000 to the Present Day

Section B: Wider World Depth Study

Conflict and tension in Asia 1950-75

Korea and Vietnam

Section B: British Depth Study

Norman England, c1066-1100



Changes for 2021

Only three out of four studies required

For the 2021 summer series, GCSE History students will only have to answer questions 

on three out of four studies.

We are only going to teach the students and prepare for the following units:

● Germany, 1890-1945 Democracy and Dictatorship

● Conflict and tension in Asia 1950-75 Korea and Vietnam

● Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the Present Day



Germany 1890-1945:  Democracy 
and Dictatorship
The course is split into 3 units

• The growth of democracy 1890-29

• The impact of the depression 1929-33

• The experience of Nazi rule 1933-45

• For each unit students are issued with Personalised 
Learning Checklist (PLC) that can be used to review 
knowledge

• There is an assessment for each unit



Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-
75
The course is split into 3 units

• Part one: Conflict in Korea

• Part two: Escalation of conflict in Vietnam

• Part three: The ending of conflict in Vietnam

• For each unit students are issued with Personalised 
Learning Checklist (PLC) that can be used to review 
knowledge

• There is an assessment for each unit



Britain: Health and the People: 
c1000 to the Present Day
• Part one: Medicine stands still - Medieval medicine
• Part two: The beginnings of change - The impact of the Renaissance on 

Britain
• Part three: A revolution in medicine - Nineteenth Century
• Part four: Modern medicine - Twentieth Century

Students will study the importance of the following factors:

• war

• superstition and religion

• chance

• government

• communication

• science and technology

• the role of the individual in encouraging or inhibiting change.



PLCs – Allow 
students to 
audit their 
knowledge 
and 
understanding



Example paper - Germany - 1 hour
Read Interpretations A and B in the 
Interpretations Booklet.

0 1 How does Interpretation B differ from 
Interpretation A about opposition to 
Hitler?

Explain your answer using Interpretations 
A and B. [4 marks]

0 2 Why might the authors of 
Interpretations A and B have a different 
interpretation about opposition to Hitler? 

Explain your answer using Interpretations 
A and B and your contextual knowledge. 
[4 marks}

0 3 Which interpretation do you find 
more convincing about opposition to 
Hitler? 

Explain your answer using Interpretations 
A and B and your contextual knowledge. 
[8 marks]



Example paper - Germany - 1 hour

Key skills:

1) Analysing the content of 
the source. This is largely 
comprehension.  What is it 
saying? 

2) Analysing the provenance
of the source. Think about 
Purpose, Author, Nature 
(What is it?), Date, 
Audience (PANDA)

3) Comparing the content to 
your own knowledge. How 
accurate is it?



Knowledge based questions

0 4 Describe two problems facing Jews living in Germany during the years 
1933 to 1939. [4 marks]

0 5 In what ways were the lives of German people affected by events 
during the early years of the Weimar Republic, 1919–1923? Explain your 
answer. [8 marks]

0 6 Which of the following was the more important reason why Germany 
became a dictatorship:

• Germany’s problems

• Hitler’s actions?

Explain your answer with reference to both bullet points.

[12 marks]

Key skills:
Paragraphs -

● Point
● Evidence
● Explanation

Revision and 
recall of 
knowledge



How to revise?
• Use exercise books
• Revision guides – these are essential
• GCSE Pod
• Seneca https://www.senecalearning.com/
• Create their own resources e.g. revision 

cards
• Past papers
• BBC bitesize
• Check emails – resources will be sent home
• Revision sessions currently running 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday on a 
week 2

https://www.senecalearning.com/

